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Impressed with the awful consequences that 
may attend doubt or disbelief of these funda- 
mental truths of Christianity in any who possess 

er of the Holy Scriptures which set them forth, and 
who make profession of the indwelling of the 
_ Holy Spirit, it is our heart’s desire and prayer, 
_ that those who were formerly members in our 
e ad religious Society, but who stumbled at these 
pal. doctrines and went out from us, laying aside all 
» - traditional bias and reasoning of the carnal 
at. mind, would heartily embrace them, and stand 
before the world practical believers in, and 
’ open advocates of, the Deity, Atonement and 
elphis Mediation of Christ Jesus our Lord. It would 
Divine eer , 
or truly be a cause of rejoicing to Friends every- 
and te where, were all who take their name, one in faith 
onfield on these and on all other doctrines of the Gospel. 
e com While treating on this subject, we are con- 
ited to cerned to caution all our members against 
1 it on +s . 5 
ae opinions, boldly advanced and plausibly advo- 
‘of the cated, that as God has made Christ to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
— the righteousness of God in Him, and because 
on the He has accepted the sacrifice of his dear Son 
“Roe for the remission of sins, therefore sinners may 
e years of themselves at any time come to Christ, and 
ee bya mere intellectual belief in Him and his 
ae atoning sacrifice, whether obtained from the tes- 
whos timony of Seripture, or by other outward means, 
y word know their sins to be imputed to Him and for- 
reart of given, and his righteousness to be imputed to 
a them, although they may have never known 
1 dea true repentance or the work of regeneration 
nto the and sanctification. 

Dear Friends, “‘ Be not deceived, God is not 
lence of mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that shall 
*, ONS he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh 
eal shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
y Meet: soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
ie Lord everlasting.” “God hath exalted his Son Jesus 
+ _ with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
» 10 
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own will or time. He declared, ‘‘ No man can 
come unto me except the Father who hath sent 
me draw him.” This effectual coming to Christ 
is the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart. To 
the repenting, returning sinner, who feels that 
he has nothing in himself on which to rest his 
hopes of forgiveness and acceptance with his of- 
fended Creator, the mediation, intercession and 
propitiation of the crucified Redeemer is inex- 
pressibly precious. It is through Him alone 
that a door of hope is opened, and all who yield 
their hearts to the convincing, converting power 
of the gift of grace, by which alone they can be 
brought to see their sinfulness, and experience 
that repentance which is not to be repented of, 
will, in the Lord’s time, through living faith in 
Him, know the blood of Christ to cleanse them 
from all sin. 

Although the posterity of Adam, being born 
in his image after the fall, are degenerate and 
devoid of the Divine life in which he originally 
stood, and subject to the seed and power of the 
Serpent, yet Friends do not believe that any are 
partakers of Adam’s guilt, or punishable for 
sin, until they make it their own by transgres- 
sion. They hold, that man has no natural light 
or moral faculty pertaining to his constitution, 
and left undepraved by the fall, which can give 
him a sense of his lost and polluted condition, 
or bring him one step out of it and into spirit- 
ual fellowship and communion with God. But 
“The grace of God which. bringeth salvation, 
hath appeared unto all men,” and it is by this, 
and this alone, that man can be brought out of 
spiritual darkness or do any really good thing. 
It is this that warns, convicts, teaches, and gives 
the power to embrace the means provided to 
bring him out of his fallen state, to know and 
obey God. But though this Divine gift is in 
him, it is not of him. All have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God; but this Di- 
vine grace or measure of the Holy Spirit, was 
purchased for man by the meritorious death of 
Christ, and is not less universal than the seed of 
sin; enlightening all in a day of its visitation, 
and bringing salvation if received and obeyed. 
Thus as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. 

“Seeing,” says Barclay, “no man knoweth 
the Father but the Son and He to whom the 
Son revealeth him,” and seeing “ the revelation 
of the Son is in and by the Spirit, therefore the 
testimony of the Spirit is that alone by which 
the true knowledge of God hath been, is, and 
ean be revealed.” “Jesus Christ, in and by 
whom the Father is revealed, doth also reveal 
himself to his disciples and friends, in and by 
his Spirit.” He standeth at the door and knocks, 
and whoso heareth his voice and openeth to 
Him, He comes into the hearts of such. Paul 
declared that “ No man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord but by the Holy Ghost.” It follows from 
this truth that no man can savingly know Jesus 
| be the Lord, but by the revelation of the 
Spirit within him; and there can be no certain 


to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of knowledge of Him in his several offices but by 
But man cannot come unto Him in his| the same means. 


THE FRIEND. 


A Religious and Literary Journal. 








No. 20. 





But while insisting on the necessity of a revela- 
tion to the soul of that knowledge of the only 
true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, 
which is life eternal, Friends by no means un- 
dervalue or lightly esteem the Holy Scriptures, 
or any other outward means bestowed on man 
for his instruction and help in righteousness. 
These they consider as most profitable and help- 
ful. But they believe that where this certain 
knowledge of God is obtained through inward 
revelation by the Holy Spirit, it is sufficient for 
salvation, though the individual, in the provi- 
dence of the Almighty, may have been cut off 
from all outward helps to that knowledge; and 
contrariwise, that however correct the knowledge 
acquired through outward means, and the exer- 
cise of the intellectual powers of man, may be, 
if this inward revelation is wanting, there is 
nothing known that can effect salvation. 

We are earnestly concerned that this serip- 
tural doctrine of the indispensable agency of 
the Spirit or Grace of God, manifested in the 
heart, in obtaining a saving knowledge of the 
Gospel of Christ, and its absolute need in every 
stage of the work of salvation and in every ser- 
vice of God, which was strenuously insisted on 
by our early Friends, and has ever characterized 
the faith of our religious Society, may not be 
departed from or lightly esteemed by any who 
profess with us. For it is in this day as for- 
merly, Satan strives “To puff man up with a 
false knowledge of the true God, setting him to 
work to seek God the wrong way and persuad- 
ing him to be content with such knowledge as 
is of his own acquiring and not of God’s teach- 
ing. And this device has proved the more suc- 
cessful because accommodated to the natural 
and corrupt spirit and temper of man, who, 
above all things, affects to exalt himself; in 
which exaltation as God is greatly dishonored, 
so therein the devil hath his end; who is not 
anxious how much God is acknowledged in 
words, provided himself be but always served.” 
(Barelay’s Apology.) 

The true Christian experiences that “ That 
which is known of God is manifest within.” It is 
the Spirit that quickeneth. It is such as walk 
after the Spirit that have no condemnation, “ For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus sets 
them free from the law of sin and death.” It is 
through the Spirit that the deeds of the body 
are mortified and life obtained. By acting in 
accordance with their belief in this important 
doctrine, Friends were led out of the rites and 
ceremonies generally observed by other profes- 
sors of Christianity, and instructed to depend 
wholly on Christ, and the revelation of his 
power in the heart, as their guide and support 
in the way of life everlasting. Thus were the 
faithful led in preceding generations, and thus 
only can any, in this day, be grafted into Christ, 
the true and living Vine, and become fruit- 
bearing branches. May Friends everywhere 
hold forth the profession of their faith in this 
unspeakable gift without wavering, prize the 
blessed liberty and privileges its practical ap- 

plication has obtained for them, and thus har- 
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the saints of every age, “the bread which cometh 
down from heaven that a man may eat thereof 
and not die.” “The fathers,” saith the apostle, 
‘did all eat the same spiritual meat, and did 
all drink the same spiritual drink, for they drank 
of that spiritual rock that followed them, and 
that rock was Christ.” The table of the Lord 
is set for all, and all are invited to partake 
thereof. ‘“ Behold,” saith Christ, “ I stand at the 
door and knock ; if any man hear my voice and 
open the door, I will come in to him and sup 
with him and he with me.” 

Believing it to be a religious duty to meet 
together for the public worship of Almighty God 
as an outward testimony of dependence upon 
Him, and as a means for increasing spiritual 
strength, Friends have been careful to exhort 
all their members, to be diligent in the regular 
attendance of their religious meetings at the 
times and places appointed. Our religious Sv 
ciety has always regarded the institution of the 
Sabbath as part of the typical law of Moses, and 
as such, believe it to be abrogated by the com. 
ing of Christ, the great antitype, in whom all 
the types and shadows of that dispensation were 
fulfilled, He being the true believer’s Sabbath 
or rest. It is, therefore, a departure from what 
we believe to be sound words, and calculated to 
strengthen an error in the professing church, to 
designate the First-day of the week as the Sab- 
bath. But though there is no more sanctity in 
this day than any other, yet it is our continued 
concern to recommend to all our members that, 
abstaining from bodily labor on that day, they 
observe and regard it asa day which, by the 
generality of Christians, is peculiarly set apart 
tor religious retirement aud the performance of 
public worship to Almighty God. 

Our Saviour prescribed no form or ceremonial 
for the performance of worship, the most solema 
act in which man can be engaged ; but his em- 
phatic declaration concerning the worship that 
is acceptable to Him who looketh at the heart, 
shows that it is wholly a spiritual engagement. 
“The hour cometh and now is,” saith He, “ when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh such to 
worship Him. God is a spirit, and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and 
in truth.” According to this declaration, it is 
evident that each one must experience in him- 
self the ability begotten to render that worship 
which God will accept. Hence whatever forms 
or rites may be practised, whatever discourses 
delivered or prayers offered, whatever thanks or 
praises rendered, they constitute in themselves 
no true or acceptable worship, unless they are 
the immediate product of the Holy Spirit acting 
on the hearts of those engaged in their per- 
formance. 

“The preparation of the heart and the an- 
swer of the tongue are of the Lord.” Hence, ia 
order to be prepared to worship the God of the 
spirits of all flesh, it is necessary to have the at 
tention withdrawn from outward objects, and 
reverently and humbly to wait, in the silence of 
all flesh, for his omniscient Spirit to give a true 
sense of our condition and a knowledge of what 
will be at the time well pleasing in his sight. 
Thus alone can we be enabled to offer, through 
our glorified Mediator and High Priest, ac 
ceptable sacrifice and worship ; whether it be in 
silent adoration, in secret supplication, in v 
prayer or in thanksgiving. Our gracious Lord 
has promised that where two or three are gath- 
ered together in his name,-there He is in the 
midst of them. Where He thus condescends to 
grant his Divine presence, He will not fail to 


moniously travail together for the spread of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” 
and “is able to make wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” Friends have 
ever believed they are the appointed outward 
means of making known the blessed truths of 
Christianity ; that any doctrine not contained 
in them cannot be rightly required of any one 
to believe, and that whatever any one says or 
does contrary to them, must be accounted a de- 
lusion. It has been an abiding concern in the 
Society to impress on its members the great 
privilege bestowed in the possession of these 
invaluable records, and it has enjoined, that all 
should not only make themselves acquainted 
with them, but also take the needful care to 
have their children educated in the knowledge 
and belief of them. But inasmuch as the Di- 
vine truths they contained were penned under 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and relate 
to the things of God, and things which con- 
cern the salvation of the soul, it is necessary, in 
order that they may make wise unto salvation, 
that they may be interpreted and applied, under 
the illumination of a measure of the same Spirit 
which gave them forth. It is thus that they are 
able to make “the man of God perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works.” 

While thus duly estimating the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Friends have been careful not to give 
them a place which they do not themselves war- 
rant, nor to ascribe to them an agency which 
appertains exclusively to Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. Christ alone is the light and life of men. 
He is “the Word of God.” He is “the bread 
which cometh down from heaven that a man 
may eat thereof and not die.” The Scriptures 
are the words of God. They testify of Him who 
is the way and the Truth ; and though it pleases 
Him to make use, at times, of portions of these 
words as a means to awaken the sinner, or to 
instruct, to encourage, and to comfort the soul, 
yet it is Christ alone that can give life, and 
nourish the soul with the sincere milk of the 
word ; and this He does with them, or without 
them, as He sees fit. 

The more any come under the government of 
his Spirit, the more they value the Scriptures, 
and delight to read and meditate on the Divine 
truths they set forth. We would exhort all our 
members to the daily perusal of a portion of 
them, and that parents, at proper seasons, read 
them in their families, with a suitable pause for 
reflection and retirement to the gift of Grace in 
the heart. May all feel the obligation, and fer- 
vently seek a right qualification to impart to 
their children such religious instruction as may 
be adapted to their respective ages and states, 
enforcing it by the powerful influence of a con 
sistent example. Where this religious concern 
is daily maintained by parents, suitable oppor- 
tunities will be presented to imbue the minds of 
those under their charge with a knowledge of 
the sacred truths contained in the Scriptures, 
and also to make them acquainted with, and en- 
courage them to the perusal of works approved 
by our religious Society, in which the doctrines 
and testimonies of the Gospel, as held by Friends, 
are set forth ; including the instructive journals 
or memoirs of many who faithfully adhered to, 
and exemplified those doctrines and testimonies, 
often amid much persecution and suffering. 

We believe the Divine blessing would attend 
the steady pursuit of such a course, and the 
children be often brought under an abiding 
sense of the responsibility resting upon them, and 
the necessity of seeking for and relying on that | 


“ anointing which teacheth all things.” Every 
parent performing his or her duty in this re- 
spect, there would be no inducement to send their 
beloved offspring to schools set up for the formal 
study and explanatiun of the Scriptures. Such 
schools, both for our own members and others, 
are now popular in many places, and we desire 
to be tender of the feelings of those who support 
them ; but we believe their tendency is to foster 
unprofitable activity, and a dependence on criti- 
cal investigation into those Divine truths which 
can only be discerned spiritually, and thus ob- 
struct, in tenderly visited minds, a solid growth 
in the Truth, by substituting a literal knowledge 
of the Scriptures, for an inward growth in grace. 
Mingling in them with others whose religious 
views and feelings are very different from those 
of Friends, can hardly fail to betray into senti- 
ments and practices altogether inconsistent with 
our religious principles, and such, we believe, 
has already often been experienced. “ The natu- 
ral man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.” It is necessary, we 
believe, for every one to experience a measure 
of the influence of the Holy Spirit, in order to 
understand and apply the truths of Scripture ; 
aud we desire therefore none may attempt to 
expound or comment on them with their own 
unassisted reason, or by rehearsing the views of 
commentators, lest they be led away from an 
humble reliance on this inward teacher, stray 
from the Truth themselves, and thus mislead 
others. 

There is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism,” 
and Friends believe this ove baptism is saving: 
it being “ not the putting away the filth of the 
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience to- 
wards God by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
The forerunner of Jesus declared, “I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance, but He 
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shves I am not worthy to bear, He shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost and fire.” By this 
baptism of Christ alone can the soul be purified 
from the defilement of sin, the heart thoroughly 
purged, the chaff burned, and man be made a 
member of his mystical body. As the penitent 
soul is brought under the refining operation of 
the Holy Spirit, “ putting off the body of the 
sins of the flesh,” exemplified by the lively figure 
of the burning of fire, it comes to know what it 
is to be buried with Christ in baptism, wherein 
it is also raised with Him, through the faith of 
the operation of God, who raised Him from the 
dead. As many as are thus baptized into Jesus 
Christ are baptized into his death, and like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so these also walk in new- 
ness of life. 

The true believers know the communion of 
saints in and with Jesus Christ their Lord. This 
is not the eating of outward bread or drinking 
of outward wine, but a spiritual participation by 
the inner man of the flesh and blood of Christ. 
Jesus declared, “ Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you ;” and in reference to this saying, at 
which his disciples murmured, He added, “ It 
is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth 
nothing ; the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit and they are life.” He gave his flesh 
for “the life of the world,” but it was not of the 
outward flesh and blood of Christ that He spoke, 
as that of which all must partake to have life, 
but of Christ the eternal Word, that in the be- 
ginning was with God and was God. He is and 
has been the spiritual food and nourishment of 
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the 7" day of the 6" month it being the first 
fifth day in the month and the mans meeting be 
kept at Tho: Taylors the day following and the 
next month after at Bettie’s Cove and mans 
meeting at John Pitts and the next month at 
William Stevens Sen’ and mans meeting the 
next day att Howell Powells and so to goe in 
that course. 
Tie last halfe yeare mens meeting at West 
River the meeting did advise that friends on 
this side should appoint a Quarterly Meeting 
fur the easing of the monthly and halfe yeares 
meeting that so they may not be so: much con- 
cerned in outward matters ; now for the answer- 
ing and fulfilling the said advice it is agreed 
and concluded upon by and with the consent of 
this meeting that a quarterly man and womans 
meeting be kept every s—cond sixth day next after 
the monthly meeting at Tuccahoe at y* house 
of William Stevens Junr at the Island-creek. 
friends belonging to the Cove meeting haveing 
a desier that their fifth day meeting might againe 
be kept at the mezting-house did apply them- 
selves to this meeting for the obtaining of the 
same now the conclution and agreement of the 
meeting is that it be kept at the meeting house. 
The womens meeting signifi-ing to this meeting 
that there is a real nessessity fur the vissitting 
the widdow Parrott did for the effecting of the 
same request the assistance of this meeting to 
y° which the meeting readily assented and in 
order for the performance of the same request 
W™ Berry and W™ Southebee to assist them and 
to give in answer to the next mans meeting 

Sixth Month 8th.—Att our monthly mans 
meeting at Tho: Taylors y° 8" day of y* 6" 
month 1679 William Berry and W™ Southebee 
—did according to the request of the last mans 
meeting vissitt the widdow Parrott and Clement 
Sales and the service they had for the Lord and 
his Truth in that pticular vissitt had good ac- 
ceptance and friends left them in a good sense 
of the love of God so that it is hoped wherein 
there hathhbeen a Remissness it may be amended 
ffriends on the Eastern and Western shore judg- 
ing it meet that two friends should be made 
choice cf on each shoare to attend the assembly 
on the truths account left it to the choyce of 
the friends on East Shoare to pitch upon such 
friends as they did judg— meet and desiered also 
that friends on the Western Shoare might have 
timely notice of it both as to the friends: made 
choyce of and the time appointed to meet and 
for the performance of the said service friends 
at the meeting have made a choice and doe re- 
quest W™ Berry and Tho: Taylor to attend 
that service and if any thing should happen so 
as to deter either of them from the said service 
then the meeting hath made choice and doth 
and request William Southebee to supply his 
place in that service and to meete with ffriends 
on the western shore at the Citty of Mary-s by 
the 3" day of the Assembly-s Sitting if the Lord 
permitted. 
John Gush prefering a paper to the meeting 
wherein he is concerned for his Brother-in-law, 
John Stacy, servant to the widdow Christerson 
wherein he signifieth his dissatisfaction of the 
said John Stacy-s being made a servant and 
the meeting haveing somewhat Inspected into 
the matter and by reason of the lads absence 
and his sister its refered to the next quarterly 
meeting att Wm Stevens Jun’ and that John 
Gush be there with his wife and sister and his 
brother and that Charles Bardon doe come also 
he being a witness to y* Indenture. 

Seventh Month 5th.—Att our mans meeting 
at John Pitts y° 5" day of y° 7 m° 1679 
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Inquiry was made concerning the bussiness re- 
lating to John Stacy servant to Widdow Chris- 
terson which was referred to our quarterly meet- 
ing and none of y° parties concerned being there 
was refered to this meeting and none of them 
being there was refered to this meeting takeing 
it into consideration b-ing willing to put a pe- 
riod to it have desired John Edmondson W™ 
Berry Tho: Taylor Bryon Omeali Wm Sharp 
and John Pitts to meet at Eliz* Christersons or 
as many of them as can with conveniency the 
next Sixth day and to put an end to it and to 
return an answer to our halfe yeares meeting. 
(To be continued .) 





For “THE FRIEND.” 


Gather the Fragments. 


Some notes from the memorandum-book of a 
Friend who accompanied a minister of our So- 
ciety on a visit to Salem and Hickory Grove 
Quarterly Meetings, belonging to Ohio Yearly 
Meeting, in 1879: 

“ Among the Friends we met with at John T. 
Moorman’s was one who had passed through 
much suffering. He was raised in North Caro- 
lina, and was not originally a member. He 
married about the beginning of the civil war, 
and was conscripted by the Confederate au- 
thorities when his wife had an infant of three 
months old. For a time he was sent to labor 
on the salt works below Wilmington, N.C. Af- 
ter his return home he was forced into the army 
under circumstances of great trial, which his 
wife has touchingly described in a narrative 
which I read. He steadily refused to bear arms 
or perform military service, believing it wrong. 

“While he was iu the army a battle was 
fought, and his wife, believing he would be 
killed, was so distressed and anxious, that for 
about three days, she did not know how time 
passed. While marching with the rebel army, 
William and a companion deserted one even- 
ing, slipping into a thicket of underwood near 
the roadside, and he made his way to Indi- 
ana. There his wife and child finally joined 
him. She started from home on foot, with her 
child, and, in various ways, which her mind is 
now too much shattered to relate, completed the 
journey. But her anxieties, fatigues and trials 
were too much for her strength, and her reason 
has given way, and she is now an inmate of an 
insane asylum. They have three children, two 
of whom, little girls, are now under the care of 
Samuel and Ruth Carey. I trust a blessing will 
rest on Ruth for her motherly care of these 
practically orphans. 

“Among those who were at the meeting was 
a woman named Hannah Hiatt, ninety-three 
years of age, who had lived in Ohio, Indiana 
and Iowa when they were territories, and seen 
them all changed into States. 

“At Knoxville, on the evening of Third Month 
7th, we took cars for Delta, where we arrived 
about ten Pp. M., and hired a team to take us to 
the house of John Vail, near Coal Creek. After 
wading through ten miles of mud, we reached 
our quarters about two A. M. 

8th.—Coal Creek Monthly Meeting is a large 
body, having about one hundred children of 
school age, and a goodly number of well con- 
cerned Friends, who take part in its business. 
My companion had been under much exercise 
of mind in regard to this meeting, and I thought 
he was unusually favored in it. Among other 
things, the language of the prophet Joel was re- 
vived, ‘ Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, etc.,” with 
suitable comments on different parts of the pas- 
sage. A fervent supplication followed. 
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“In the meeting for business, some remarks 
were made on the importance of religious eon. 
cern and faithful and continued labor in the 
spirit of restoring love in dealing with offenders, 
The important position held by this Monthly 
Meeting was also referred to, and its members 
encouraged so to walk in the light of the Lord 
as to enjoy the fellowship with one another and 
to be enabled to furnish a rallying: point toothers 
in the maintenance of our doctrines. The degree 
in which the strength of a church depends on 
its preservation in unity, was pointed out, and 
a caution was extended against those things 
which lead to party feeling and strife. 

“ Naomi Peacock, a minister among the Bear 
Creek Friends, and her companions, Joseph 
Beazley and wife, were at this meeting. They 
had before known scarcely anything of the mem. 
bers of Ohio Yearly Meeting, residing in Iowa, 
and seemed pleased thus to make their acquaint- 
ance. I thought there was a mutual feeling of 
unity. 

“In the evening, John Vail’s daughters 
thought it time to move their bees (of which 
they had about one hundred hives), from the 
cellar, where they had been stored during the 
winter, to their summer quarters on the lawn, 
The warmth of the weather had so roused up 
the insects that there was considerable hummin 
in the hives, and straggling bees had wande 
into different rooms of the house. 

“9th.—We had a comfortable meeting here. 

“*10th.—Lemuel Bracken kindly conveyed 
us and Abigail Vail to the vicinity of Oskaloosa 
in his carriage. As we passed the flats about 
Skunk River, we saw a muskrat village in a 
pond of some size. There may have been thirty 
or forty houses, built of mud, flags, ete., four or 
five feet in diameter and as many in height, 
There was no bush or bushes about, so that the 
houses were quite conspicuous. 

“We were taken to the house of Ellwood Spen- 
cer, who had withdrawn from the meeting -at 
Oskaloosa, through uneasiness with the manner 
in which it is conducted. He has an interesting 
family of six children. We were very hospita- 
bly received, and had a comfortable visit. 

“ 11th.—We had a meeting at Oskaloosa, held 
in the smaller of the two houses belonging to 
Friends. The house was perhaps two-thirds full, 
and we were favored with a precious meeting, in 
which much quiet solemnity prevailed through- 
out. I felt much unity with the vocal service, 
in which was pointed out the work of Divine 
grace in effecting man’s salvation, bringing him 
to a sense of his sinfulness, humbling him, and 
leading him to seek forgiveness through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and causing him 
to pass through trials, baptisms and sufferings 
for his refinement and preparation for fuller 
communion with his Maker; and thus giving 
him that knowledge of God and of Jesus whieh 
is declared to be life eternal. Full testimony 
was borne to the character and offices of the Sa 
viour. 

“A few remarks were afterwards made on the 
importance of humility ; that there was no safety 
but in feeling our constant dependence on the 
Lord for preservation and in maintaining § 
state of watchfulness; and the text was quoted, 
‘ Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall.’ ; 

“ A woman minister here who has been quite 
dissatisfied with the manner in which their meet 
ings have been held, spoke to me afterwards, 
and seemed full of feeling. She said she came 
to the meeting ‘ hungry for spiritual food.’ Aa- 
other Friend, who had come ten miles to the 
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meeting, said she was paid for the effort. I 
dined with Elisha Cook, who said that Phila- 
delphia Friends were accused of being Hicks- 
ites, but the testimony borne to our Saviour that 
day was so full that it could not be gainsaid. I 
believe the meeting was a profitable one, and that 
many were comforted and their faith strength- 
ened. I was pleased to meet with one of my old 
Westtown scholars, Mary Hambleton, a sister 
of Thomas Hall, of West Chester. 

“In the afternoon rode to New Sharon. I 
was interested in passing over a mile square of 
original prairie land. As we rode along, John 
Miller pointed out the possessions of a thrifty 
farmer named William Freeman. He came here 
years ago, and lived in a poor hut. He had a 

wife, but was himself a sad drunkard. One 
day John went to his house, and told him if he 
would give up whiskey for one year, he would 
give him the best cow he had. After thinking 
a little, the man agreed to accept the proposi- 
tion, and sent John to a certain stump in the 
field for his whiskey bottle. The flask, part 
filled, was placed on a shelf in the cupboard. 
John came back in a week, and the whiskey 
was still there. The man got his cow, and pros- 
pered, and became the owner of a farm of his 
own, Some time after, he had a severe attack 
of sickness, and as he was recovering from it, 
his doctor prescribed stimulants for the restora- 
tion of his strength, but William declined to 
take them, saying, if he must die, he would die 
without liquor.” 


For “THE FRIEND.” 

Deatu.—In consideration of the wise pro- 
vision made by the God of the spirits of all 
flesh, we can rejoice that “ All, all is right, by 
God ordained or done.” What is so beautiful in 
summer fades and seems to die in winter— 
“Thou hast all seasons fur thy own, oh, death.” 
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone.” This simile is com- 
plete, inasmuch as with proper care on the 
part of the husbandman, in planting the seed, 
new life is made to appear. Thus it is that liv- 
ing faith in Jesus may be viewed as a door of 
entrance into a new life. No sin nor sorrow in 
heaven, therefore it is gain to die, “ No night 
there,” neither any more death. Hence the in- 
quiry, “Shall I be there?” 

“ Hunger then no more shall seize thee, 
Neither thirst thy soul dismay 
For Jesus to the fount will lead thee, 
And wipe all thy tears away.” 


P. R. Grrrorp. 
ProvipencE, R.I., Tenth Month 16th, 1897. 


“T am convinced from a daily heart-felt sen- 
sation, stronger than ten thousand arguments, 
that until we cease to do evil, we cannot learn 
todo well. No acceptable worship can be either 
internally or externally offered to the God of 
truth, while we are acting contrary to the dictates 
of truth in our consciences. ‘There is no peace 
to the wicked.’ ‘If we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, the Lord will not hear us.’ ‘Let him 
who nameth the name of Christ, depart from 
iniquity.’ These testimonies were formerly borne 
by free grace men, who lived by grace, and they 
will forever baffle the efforts of antinomianism. 
The only ability to cease to do evil is in a Divine 
and supernatural principle,—the grace and truth 
which comes by Jesus Christ ; or, in other words 
in the Comforter, the agent and representative 
of the Holy Head, by which He is present with 
his people always, to the end of the world,”— 
Samuel Scott. 


PATE. 


All in thy hands we leave our fate, 
Dear Lord, we trust in thee, 
That thou wilt safely lead us o’er 
Life’s stormy, restless sea. 
Ah, thou canst soothe the waves of fate, 
And wake our life’s boat sail 
Upon a peaceful, balmy sea, 
When human efforts fail. 


And ifthe Pilot thou shalt be. 
To guide our bark aright, 
A safer journey we shall know, 
And find a harbor bright. 
When we are anchored in our home 
Above, where angels dwell, 
They who have faith to follow thee 
Less sorrow have to tell. 


Oh, fill our hearts with faith and trust, 
Teach us to lean on thee : 
That we may make no sad mistakes, 
Let us thy wisdom see. 
Thou surely knoweth what is best— 
Thou art the one safe Guide, 
And if we trust will comfort us, 
No matter what betide. 
MARTHA SHEPARD LiIPpPINcoTT. 
Moorestown, N. J. 
oo 


LUCINDA’S THANKSGIVING. 


But why do I keep Thanksgiving ? 
Did | hear you aright, my dear ? 

Why? When I’m all alone in life, 
Not a chick nor a child to be near, 

John’s folks all away in the West, 
Lucy across the sea, 

And not a son! in the dear old home 
Save a little bound girl and me? 


It does look lonesome, I grant it; 
Yet strange as the thing may sound, 
I’m seldom in want of company 
The whole of the merry year round— 
There’s spring when the lilac blossoms, 
And the apple trees blush to bloom, 
There’s summer, when great moths flit and glance 
Through the twilight’s star-lit gloom. 


Then comes the beautiful antumn, 
When every fragrant briar, 
Flinging its garlands on fence and wall, 
Is bright as a living fire ; 4 
And then the white, still winter time, 
When the snow lies warm on the wheat, 
And I think of the days that have passed away, 
When my life was young and sweet. 


I’m a very happy woman 
To-day, though my hair is white, 

For some of my troubles I’ve overlived, 
And some I keep ont of sight. 

I’m a busy old woman, you see, dear, 
As I travel along life’s road, 

I’m always trying as best [ can 
To lighten my neighbor’s load. 


That child? You should think she’d try me? 
Does she earn her bread and salt? 

You’ ve noticed she’s sometimes indolent, 
And indolence is a fault ? 

Of course it is, bat the orphan girl 
Ts growing as fast as she can, 

And to make her work from dawn till dark 
Was never a pari of my plan. 


I like to see the dimples 
Flash out on the little face 

That was wan enough, and still enough, 
When first she came to the place. 

I think she’ll do, when she’s older ; 
A kitten is not a cat ; 

And now that I look at the thing, my dear, 
I hope she’ll never be that. 


I’m thankful that life is peaceful ; 
I should just be sick of strife, 

If, for instance, I had to live alung 
Like poor Job Slocum’s wife ; 

I’m thankful I didn’t say “ yes,” my dear— 
What saved me I do not see— 

When Job, with a sprig in his batton-hole, 
Once came a-courting me. 


I’m thankful that I’m neither poor nor rich, 
Glad that I’m not in debt ; 

That I owe no money [ cannot pay, 
And so have no call to fret. 

I’m thankful so many love me, 
And that Ive so many to love, 

Though my nearest and dearest are all at home 
In the beautiful land above. 


I shall always keep Thanksgiving 
In the good old-fashioned way, 
And think of the seasons for gratitude, 
In December, and June, and May, 
In August, November and April, 
And the months that come between ; 
For God is good, and my heart is light, 
And I'd not change place with a queen. 
— Demorest's Monthly. 


“Tf 1 Were a Boy.” 


BY JOHN H. VINCENT. 


If I were a boy, with my present knowledge 
of the end, or the state of present progress 
toward the end, with my memory of the past 
and my man’s view of a boy’s life—what would 
I do? 

First of all, I should have an early conver- 
sation with my parents. 1 should bring my 
later wisdom to bearon them. Not that I would, 
if I could, subject my father to the transforma- 
tion which — Anstey so ingeniously and ludi- 
crously records in “ Vice Versa,” but I do think, 
since I am older than my father was when I 
was a boy, I might give a word of advice even 
to him, and to others, concerning a possible en- 
vironment and administration by which certain 
modifications might be made in the average 
theory and method of paternal government. 
There are some elements in a boy’s training I 
would make more of than some parents do, and 
more than my father did. And I don’t like to 
say one word in depreciation of one of the most 
firm, faithful, and affectionate of fathers. 

If I were a boy, I should want a steady and 
thorough discipline, early begun, and never re- 
laxed, on the great doctrine of will-force as the 
secret of character. Faith in God is, I know, 
the foundation. “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom.” It must, however, be 
true fear and not a wretched terror; it must be 
the fear of the true God and not of a weak or 
wicked tyrant God; the fear which is a reverent 
and holy love for a loving king, who is a father, 
and who is gentle as a mother, and who loathes 
selfishness, falsehood and meanness as a patriot 
loathes disloyalty, and a virgin impurity. Faith 
in God is first, as the opened ground is first 
when we would build a house. But the gaping 
cellar, the open arms of mother earth, is only 
the beginning. Faith in God is in order to the 
building, through human choice and persistency 
of purpose, of a character in which God’s op- 
portunity given, is by man’s will promptly and 
perpetually received and employed. God makes 
the hill, with sloping sides loose soil, among the 
rocks. Man builds the terrace, that the soil 
may stay; while God with moisture and sun- 
light makes it fertile. Then man again, with 
patient and skilful labor, plucks out the weeds 
and plants good seed, that God’s dew, rain, and 
sun-ray may have a perfect chance to do a per- 
fect work. If I were a boy, I should want my 
teacher to make me know and feel this Divine 
and human relation ; to put weight of responsi- 
bility upon me; to fill me with, and to confirm 
me in, the thought that I am not a “thing,” a 
“stick,” a “ stone,” a “lump of clay or putty,” 
but a “ person,” a “ power,” a “ cause,” a “ crea- 
tor,” and what I am in the long run, in the 
final outcome, I am to make myself. I must 
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not forget that God rolls up the hill, ribbing it 
with rock, filling it with stones, sprinkling it 
with soil, I must build and keep up the terraces. 

If I were a boy, with my man’s wisdom, I 
should eat wholesome food and no other. And 
I should chew it well and never “ bolt it down.” 
I should eat at regular hours, even if I had to 
have four regular meals aday. I should never 
touch tobacco, chewing gum or patent medicines ; 
never once go to bed without cleansing my teeth ; 
never let a year go by without a dentist’s in- 
spection and treatment; never sit up late at 
night, unless a great emergency demanded it; 
never linger one moment in bed when the time 
came for getting up; never fail to rub every 
part of my body every morning with a wet towel, 
and then with a dry one; never drink more 
than three or four tablespoonfuls of ice water at 
one time and so forth, and so on. But all this 
takes will-power. And that is all it does take. 
Terraces are great things. 

If I were a boy, I should keep my own secrets, 
except as I revealed them to my father and 
mother, for the sake of securing their advice ; I 
should never speak a word to anyone who might 
be worried by it; and speak kind words of others, 
even of enemies, in their absence. I should put 
no unclean thoughts, pictures, sights or stories 
in my memory and imagination, and no foul 
words on my tongue; give no smiles, but give 
the rather black frowns and prompt and fierce 
reproof to any comrade who dared, in my pres- 
ence, to utter a filthy speech. I should want to 
siy, as the pure-minded and noble D+. George 
H. Whitney, president of Hackettstown (N. J.) 
College, can say: “I have never pronounced a. 
word which [ ought not speak in the presence 
of the purest woman in the world.” I should 
treat little folks kindly, and not tease them; 
show respect to servants; be tender toward the 
unfortunate—and all this I should strive to do 
for the sike of being a comfort to people, a joy 
to my parents, a help to the next century, and 
in the seventh decade of it should hope to be a 
wise and cheerful old man, who learned when 
he was a boy to govern himself, to be firm in 
right willing, and to keep up the terraces in 
God's garden on the hillside. 

If I were a boy, I should play and romp, 
sing and shout, climb trees, explore caves, swim 
rivers, and be able to do all the manly things 
that belong to the manly sports; love and study 
nature; travel as widely and observe as wisely 
as I could; study hard (with a will) when the 
time came for study; read the best literature — 
works of the imagination, history, science, and 
art, according to my taste and need ; get a good 
knowledge of English; try to speak accurately, 
and to pronounce distinctly; go to college, and 
go through college, even if I expected to be a 
clerk, a farmer, or a mechanic; spend my Sun- 
days reverently; try to be a practical, every- 
day Christian ; help in every good cause; never 
make sport of sacred things; be “about my 
Father’s business,” like the Boy at Nazareth ; 
“ use the world and not abuse it;” treat old men 
as fathers, “the younger men as brethren, the 
elder women as mothers, the younger as sisters, 
in all purity ;” and thus I should try and bea 
Christian gentleman, wholesome, sensible, cheer- 
ful, independent, courteous ; a boy with a will; 
a boy without cant or cowardice; a builder of 

terraced gardens on the hillside—man’s will 
and wisdom in them, and God’s grace, beauty 
and blessing abiding upon them. 

Oh, If I were a boy!—Mountain Lake Park. 







































Tue bitter cup is handed around tw all in turn. | 


For “THE FRIEND.” 


Karly Long Island. 
This book states that Hempstead bitterly op- 
posed the coming of the Quakers, but, after a 
few years,a Friend’s Meeting was established 


at Westbury. The first mention thereof is made 
—* 1671, Third Month, 23rd day. 
judged there shall be a meeting at the Wood 
edge, the twenty-fifth of Fourth Month, and so, 
every First-day.” 


It is ad- 


About the middle of the seventeenth century, 


Peter Stuyvesant, the Dutch Governor, had 
given an order that no one should presume to 
preach without permission from himself. It was 


probably on this account that Samuel Bownas 
was arrested and brought to trial in 1702, for 


speaking in a meeting at Hempstead, George 
Keith, who had then left the Society of Friends, 


with some others, brought a charge against him 


and procured a warrant from two justices. S. 
Bownas in his Memoirs gives the following ac- 
count: 


“On the twenty-ninth of the same month, 


(Eleventh), I was at Flushing, in Long Island, 
it being the half-yearly Meeting, which was 


very large, Keith being expected there. When 


the meeting was fully set, the high sheriff came 


with a very large company, who were all armed, 


some with guns, others pitchforks, others swords, 


clubs, halberds, etc., as if they should meet with 


great opposition in taking a poor, harmless sheep 
out of the flock. The sheriff stepping up into 


the gallery, took me by the hand, and told me 
I was his prisoner. ‘By what authority?’ said 
I. He pulled out his warrant and showed it me. 
I told him that warrant was to take up Samuel 
Bowne, and my name was not Samuel Bowne, 
but that Friend’s name is so, pointing at the 
Friend by me. ‘ We know him,’ said he; ‘this 
is not the man, but you are the man ; pray thee, 
what is your name?’ ‘ That is a question which 
requires consideration, whether proper to an- 
swer or not; for no man is bound to answer to 
his own prejudice ; the law forces none to accuse 
himself.’ Thus we pro’d and con’d a little time, 
and I got up from my seat, and John Rodman, 
Samuel Boone and sundry other Friends walked 
out of the meeting, it not being proper to dis- 
course there at that time; and they, in convers- 
ing with the sheriff, who in his nature was a 
very moderate man, having known Friends in 
England, easily prevailed on him to stay the 
meeting, with all his retinue, and afterwards 
they would consider what was best to be done. 
They willingly laid down their arms on the out- 
side of the door, and came in, which increased 
the throng very much; the meeting was silent a 
considerable time, and the sheriff’s company 
queried of each other privately, so that I heard 
it, Why I did not preach ; others concluding I 
should preach no more, being now a prisoner ; 
‘that is enough to silence them, said they. But 
finding the word like fire, I could no longer 
contain, but standing up, I had a very agreeable 
service, both to myself and Friends, with the 
rest of the company ; the sheriff himself, and his 
company also, spoke well of it. It was the first 
day of the meeting, and the Seventh of the week. 
After meeting, several Friends went to Samuel 
Bowne’s, to consult with the sheriff, and he being 
very moderate, and in a very good humor, spoke 
very courteously, blaming Keith and Bradford, 
and gave liberty that I should stay with my 
Friends until the Fifth-day following, there 
being two days of the meeting yet to come, and 
the funeral of a noted Friend to be the day after 
it ended. The meeting increased, and the last 
was the largest and most open. 





_ “The time for my appearing before the jus. 
tices being come, several substantial Friends 
went with me, and a great crowd of other people 
came to hear. 

“ There were four justices, one of whom, Jona- 
than Whitehead, was a very moderate man, and 
endeavored much to have me set at liberty ; but 
they had a priest with them, who tried to put 
the worst construction on everything I said, 
Having done what they thought fit in examin. 
ing me, they turned me and my friends out of 
the room, to consult what was further to be done. 
After a little time, we were called in. The clerk 
said, ‘These honorable justices have agreed that 
you must enter into two thousand pounds bail, 
or else be committed to the common jail.’ I an. 
swered, I could enter into no bond on that ae- 
count. If as small a sum as three half pence 
would do, I should not do it, being a matter of 
—— a nature as I could by no means comply 
with. 

“ T was delivered up a prisorer, and my friend 
left me, having first got me a good, wholesome 
room, and a very good bed. This continued 
three months, at the end of which a court was 
held, at the same time the court called over the 
grand jury. 

“| had prepared sundry reasons to set Brad- 
ford’s evidence aside, which the Grand Jury 
had before them, and they were of considerable 
weight with them.” 

On the twenty-ninth, the Court met, and the 
clerk was ordered to call over the jury. They 
presented two bills, one against a woman for 
some misdemeanor, and the bill against Samuel 
Bownas, both endorsed “ignoramus,” upon which 
the judge was very angry. The other justices 
on the bench, being mostly Presbyterians, said 
little or nothing to the matter, but he address- 
ing himself to the jury, said, “Gentlemen, surely 
you have forgotten your oaths, is this your ver- 
dict touching the Quaker ?” 

The foreman said, “ It is sir.” 

Judge, | demand your reasons why you have 
not found the bill against him? 

One whose name was James Clement, a bold 
man, well skilled in the law, answered, we are 
sworn to keep the Queen’s secrets, our fellows’ 
and our own; and for that reason we declare 
no reasons. 

Judge, now Mr. Wiseman speaks, but I tell 
you, you are not so sworn, and I could find in 
my heart to lay you by the heels, and a fine 
upon your brethren. 

Clement replied, he might, if he pleased, but 
when it was done, it should be exposed with as 
much expedition as the case would admit, in 
Westminster Hall; for adds he, juries neither 
grand nor petty are to be menaced with threats 
of stocks or fines, but they are to act freely, ac- 
cording to the best of their judgment on the 
evidence before them. 

Finally the Court adjourned and the jury 
found the bills as they did the day before, on 
which the Judge, in great wrath, charged them 
with obstructing the course of justice. 

“Why” said Clement, “ because we cannot 
be of the same mind as the Court? We would 
have you to know, that we desire no other than 
that justice may take place.” 

The Judge threatened, “ As justice cannot 
here be come at, I will send him to London, 
chained to a man of war's deck.” When an 
account of this was brought me, I was under & 
great cloud, and the power of darkness so very 
strong upon me, that I desired death rather 
than life. 

“At this time, an honest old man, Thomas 
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Hicks, who had been Chief Justice in the prov-| If nothing short of Divine power could give 
jnce some years, and well versed in the law, | sight to one born blind, surely nothing less than 
came to visit me. He took me in his arms, | this can effect the infinitely greater work of new- 
saluting me with tears; and thus expressed | creating the man, and bringing him into another 
himself: ‘ Dear Samuel, the Lord hath made use| and higher sphere of existence. How vain, 
of you as an instrument, to put a stop to our| then, the thought that human purpose or human 
arbitrary Courts of Justice, which have met | effort can ever give those new faculties without 
with great encouragement since his lordship} which the soul must remain in ignorance of the 
came here for governor ; “ meaning Lord Corn-} unspeakable joys and glories which the regen- 
bury, who oppressed the people sorely.” But] erated know. We must be born again or “ the 
there never has been so successful a stand made | kingdom of God” and “ the things of the Spirit” 
against it as at this time ; and now they threaten | will remain but blank and meaningless terms. 
tosend you to England chained to the man of} The means by which this wondrous change 
wars deck. Fear not Samuel, they can no| is wrought is very clearly stated: “As many as 
more send you there than they can me; for| received Him, to them gave He power to become 
the law both here and in England is such, that | the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
every criminal must be tried where the cause} his name; which were born, not of blood, nor 
of action is. The Judge frets because he can- | of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
not have his end against you; and the gover-| but of God” (John i: 12,13). Let men who 
nor is disgusted also, but the eyes of the country | realize their blindness and deadness to spiritual 
are now opened, and you are not now alone, | thingsturn in penitence and humble trust toward 
and they will never be able to get a jury to| the mighty, living Christ, and they shall receive 
answer their end.’ light and life, and shall find that they are in- 

“This honest man, as if he had been sent by | deed new creatures; that “old things are passed 
Divine commission, by his discourse raised my | away, behold, all things are become new” (2 
drooping spirits, renewed my faith, and as he| Cor. v: 17).—The Common People. 

id so it proved. They could not get the next ——$_—__$__o— — 
i ‘ . The Holy Scriptures. 


jury to find a bill against me.” 

The Court was adjourned from time to time| The views of Friends in regard to the Holy 
and Samuel Bownas took up the trade of shoe- | Scriptures are thus clearly expressed in the 
Life of William Dewsbury, by Edward Smith. 


making. In the Ninth Month he was discharg- 
In the progress of the work of regeneration, 


ed. He visited every part of the island, and 
had very lurge and open meetings. which is not less a real and effectual, than an 
inward and mysterious work, an understanding 
is given, in and by which, the “ new creature” 
is enabled to receive the mysteries of the king- 
dom of heaven. Not, however, in their own 
wills, and at all times when they sit down 4o 
search the Holy Scriptures; but as those writ- 
ings are opened to the mind and brought to 
their remembrance, by Him who knows their 
state of growth, what it stands in need of, and 
what it is able to bear. 

lt was in this way, as they were found walk- 
ing in the obedience of faith, that such men as 
William Dewsbury and many among the early 
Friends, became well instructed in the things 
of God. They found it needful for them to lay 
aside all their attempts to acquire religious 
knowledge, by the ordinary cultivation of their 
reasoning faculties alone. They had no liberty 
to heap up their stores, even of Scriptural 
knowledge, according to the common practice 
of others; on the contrary, in various instances, 
they found it to be required of them, to renounce 
the knowledge they had so gained, to unlearn 
Scripture as they had previously been taught 
it, and to wait, in great self-abasement as at the 
feet of Jesus, which they did patiently and dili- 
gently, to receive such an understanding as the 
natural man does not possess, and in which alone 
spiritual things, as handed to us in the sacred 
volume can be rightly comprehended. 

These views, however, did not prevent Fox, 
Penn, Penington, Dewsbury and the body of 
Friends in the early times from placing an 
equally high value on the Holy Scriptures with 
their contemporaries. They received these writ- 
ings no less than the high professors of their 
day as “given by inspiration of God,” and 
profitable to those ends for which they were 
designed, namely, “ for doctrine, fur reprvof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness ; 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” And they be- 
lieved them ‘“‘able to make wise unto salvation, 
through faith that is in Christ Jesus.” But 
faith, in this sense, is a very comprehensive 


























A Great Necessity. 


Jesus Christ never uttered an unkind state- 
ment, much less an untrue one. He said some 
things not pleasant for sinful men to listen to, 
but He never gave needless pain. He did not lay 
down arbitrary regulations or requirements, but 
he did declare a profound truth when he said 
tothe inquiring Nicodemus: “ Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God” (John iii: 3). 

It would probably be difficult to find the 
man who has ever learned anything about the 
character of God and who has any faith in what 
the Scriptures teach concerning the glory and 
blessedness of his kingdom, who does not in his 
inmost soul desire to “ see the kingdom of God ;” 
but how few have stopped to really consider 
what this involves. Jesus, in that last prayer 
with his disciples before He went out to Gethse- 
mane, said, “ ‘This is life eternal, that they might 
know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent” (John xvii: 3). Paul 
Writes to the church at Corinth, “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned” (1 Cor. ii: 14). 

Let us suppose a man born deaf and blind 
led out into the fields some summer morning. 
The world is flooded with sunshine and clothed 
with beauty. The music of ten thousand har- 
monious notes tremble on the summer air. Light 
and joy are everywhere, but this man sees and 
hears nothing of it. He has not even any just 
Conception of it, nor can he have until new 
sebses are created, until as in Gospel story, 

lind eyes are opened and deaf ears are un- 
stopped. Just so it is with the “ natural man.” 
He lacks the power of spiritual perception, and 
© can never know God or apprehend those 
things which are “spiritually discerned” until 
hew powers and faculties are given, that is, un- 
til he is “born again, from above.” 











term. Thus, William Dewsbury, in reply to 
one who was his opponent in a controversial 
pamphlet, says, “ For the sake of the simple, 
we do declare that which is witnessed by all 
the children of light,—that the word of faith is 
in the heart and in the mouth, and those who 
are guided by it, are kept pure. Faith purifies 
the heart, whether they have the outward de- 
claration, yea or nay, and those who have the 
outward declaration though they read it, if they 
mind not the Word which is life and light, which 
gave forth the Scriptures, do not live accord- 
ing to the Scriptures; for they who are not 
guided by the Word, are without faith. Faith 
comes not by a bare reading of the outward de- 
claration ; but is the gift of God to his children, 
who diligently hearken to his word, which is 
life, and the life is the light of men.” Again, 
“None come to the knowledge of the Father by 
reading the Scriptures, if they come not to 
Christ, of whom they testify, and in whom the 
life is, who saith, ‘Search the Scriptures, for 
in them ye think to have eternal life, and they 
are they which testify of me,’ and he reproves 
all those, who will not come to Him that they 
may have life.” Again, “The Scripture is a 
true testimony of Him, who is the way to the 
Father. ‘ None knows the Father but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son reveals Him.’” 








Natural History, Science, ete. 


Mosquitoes.— During the early morning hours 
the mosquitoes circled, in vast round columns, 
high into the air above the reeds of the river, 
with the base of the column on the reeds. We 
counted more than a dozen such columns in 
sight from one point, the furthest about three 
miles off. They appeared like a dense, cloudy 
mass of dust upheld by whirlwinds, and at first 
we mistook these columns for this by no means 
unusual phenomenon in South Africa, when a 
whirlwind, passing over a burnt flat or open 
space, licks up all finer particles of material, 
and, carrying them straight up into the air, 
forms a vast column many hundred feet high, 
that travels for miles over the country, finally 
dropping its component parts, leaves, bits of 
sticks, dust, etc., in showers to the ground. A 
whirlwind has been known to empty a large 
pan of water, and carry the contents away, in- 
cluding fish and frogs, for six miles, to my per- 
sonal knowledge. On one occasion, I saw two 
fowls drop from the skies, which must have been 
carried at least eight miles by a whirlwind, as 
there was no farmstead nearer than that dis- 
tance to the spot where they landed on the 
ground, of course, in a dead condition. A dif- 
ferential point between these whirlwind columns 
and those composed of mosquitoes is that the 
latter, appearing only in the morning and even- 
ing, over swampy country, remain stationary, 
while the upper portions of the column are 
swayed gently backward and forward by the 
gentle breezes prevailing at that time, and that 
their component parts bite severely at night, 
whereas the whirlwind is mostly observed dur- 
ing the heat of the day, when the difference of 
temperature in the separate air-layers is most 
pronounced and brings about this peculiar phe- 
nomenon, which travels steadily, often at a con- 
siderable speed, over the country.— A. Schultz. 








Some Expressions OF WILLIAM SAVERY, 
AT A MEETING IN Lonpon.—There is now gone 
over to the country of my nativity (alluding to 
Dr. Priestly), one, who with the New Testament 
in his hands, is laying the axe, by his arguments, 
as much as in his power to the very root of the 
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Christian religion. 
endeavoring to destroy the foundation whereon 
it is built, and yet pretending to bring his doc- 
trines from Scripture. But what will not soph- 
istry do? What has it not done? Oh! the evils 
it has produced in the world. But I trust 
neither this man, learned and wise as he may 
be in the world’s estimation, nor any other, will | ; 
ever be able to sap that foundation which God | , 
hath laid in Zion; nor to rob you or mine own 
soul of that glorious hope, and blessed consola- 
tion in the redemption and mediation of our 
dear Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. God for- 
bid it should, and I trust it will not. The Lord 
will, by his own light and power, dispel every 
cloud and darkness that shall arise to cast up a 
mist before the eyes vf the professors of Chris- 
tianity. 
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Ar the battle of Chickamauga, says a writer 
in the Galveston News, | saw a man shooting 
straight up in the air and praying as lustily as 
ever one of Cromwell’s round-heads prayed. 

The Presbyterians of 1646 prayed loud and 
sang hymus in battle, but they shot straight at 
the cavaliers every time. This man was blaz- 
ing away at the sky, and when Lieutenant Kil- 
lingworth remonstrated with him about it he 
paid no attention to him whatever. Captain 
Joe Billingsley threatened to cut him down with 
his sword if he didn’t shoot at the enemy, for 
the woods in frout were full of them. He mere- 
ly remarked to the Captain: “ You can kill me 
if you want to, but I am not going to appear 
before my God with the blood of my fellow-man 
on my soul.” 

He never flinched, but stood squarely up, ex- 
posed to every volley of the enemy’s fire. When 
the sun set on the evening of Ninth Month 18th, 
1863, Captain J. C. Billingsley and Lieutenant 
Allen Killingworth both lay dead on the battle- 
field of Chickamauga, and R went through 
without a scratch.— Public Ledger. 

iene Ni acareinem 
SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep Srates.— In the United States Supreme 
Court on the 29th ult., Justice Harlan handed down a 
decision holding the franchise of the Frankfort (Ken- 
tucky) Lottery to be invalid. 

The increase in the expenditures of our Government 

during the last ten years has been approximately at 
the average rate of $100,000,000 per year. In the 
fiscal year ending with Sixth Month, the expenditures, 
including interest on the public debt, were, in round 
numbers, $268,000,000. For the year ending Sixth 
Month last the aggregate of expenditures was $366,- 
000,000, and they are now proceeding on the basis of 
$420,000,000. For the tive months of the current 
fiscal vear the expenditures will be over $175,000,000, 
which is equal to an average of $35,000,000 per month. 
For the same five months the receipts will be less than 
$130,000,000, a monthly average of $26,000,000. At 
this rate the total-receipts of the year would be $312,- 
000,000. Thus, while the income of the Government 
is at the rate of $312,000,000 per year, the expendi- 
tures are at the rate of $420,000,000. It is very proba- 
ble that during the last quarter of the year there will 
be a considerable increase in customs receipts, but the 
increase will not prevent the deficit for the year ap- 
proximating $75,000,000, unless there shall be a large 
eut in exper ditures. 

The Bureau of Navigation has in preparation for the 
use of the Secretary of State atranscript of the orders, 
etc., that have been given to commanders of revenue 
cutters and other officers of the Department, with a 
view to the suppression of filibustering. The cost to 
the Government of its efforts in this direction is not 
being taken into account. The statement will cover 
the entire time since hostilities broke out in Cuba and 
will be quite voluminous. 

It is said our Minister at Madrid on Eleventh Mo. 
29th expressed to the Spanish Minister for the Colo- 
nies the satisfaction of the American Government 
with the measure of autonomy granted to Cuba, 

If any schemes of annexation exist, or if there is an 












































































This is my faith, that he is | intention to make an excessive demonstration with a 
view of unduly punishing Hayti, our Ambassador has 
been instructed to intimate to the German Govern- 
ment that the United States could not tolerate either 
of the courses mentioned, though in principle having 
no objection to Germany obtaining satisfaction. 


from $2,785,000 in 1894 to $3,383,000 in 1896. 


scientific farming: 
reformatory prison for the detention of youthful 


public schools of South Carolina than there were last 
year. 
being 15,968 of the whole number, and there are over 
20,000 more negroes than white children in the schools. 
The total enrollment is 119,037 whites and 139,156 
negroes. 


ments have been made by which the manufacture of 
linen mesh underwear from Oregon grown flax is to 
be undertaken there by European capitalists. 


the corresponding week of 1896. 
sumption; 41 of pneumonia; 35 of heart disease ; 32 


of diphtheria; 19 of old age; 17 of nephritis; 14 of 
apoplexy ; 
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year. Riotous and disgraceful scenes were enacted in 
the Lower House of the Reichsrath day after day last 
week. Emperor Francis Joseph returned to Vienna 
on the night of the 27th from Wallsee. He was in. 
formed that the city was on the brink of revolution, 
Troops stood in readiness all night, the palace being 
strongly guarded. Members of the Austrian Ministry 
resigned the next day. Emperor Francis Joseph has 
entrusted Baron Gautsch with the task of forming a 
new Cabinet. Baron Gautsch held the portfolio of 
Public Instruction in the retiring Ministry. The po- 
lice informed the people of the Cabinet’s resignation, 
and the demonstrations against the Government ceased 
at once. The Emperor has adjourned the Reichsrath 
until further orders. 

The demands of Germany for reparation for the re- 
cent murder of German missionaries and the destruc. 
tion of German mission property have been presented 
to the Chinese Government. The Chinese Government 
replied that Kiao-Chou Bay must be evacuated before 
the demands can be discussed. The German Minister 
refused to consent to this, and a deadlock was the re- 
sult. Foreign diplomats say the demands are impos- 
sible of acceptance and were only presented to enable 
Germany to retain Kiao Chou Bay and extend north- 
ward her hold on Chinese territory. 

The Powers have decided to blockade Constantinople 
if the Sultan refuses to withdraw his troops from Crete 
and accept a European Governor for the island. 

Russian papers complain that the Siberian Railway, 
instead of civilizing the regions through which it 
passes, is teaching the natives the art of robbing trains, 
which is greatly in vogue. 

Ten of those concerned in the murder of Arroyo, 
the man who committed an assault on President Diaz, 
have been convicted and sentenced to death, although 
they were prominent police officials. 

The steamer Gaelic, which arrived at San Francisco 
on the 27th ult., brought letters and papers which 
contain accounts of the ravages of the tidal wave and 
typhoon which visited the Philippine Islands on Tenth 
Month 7th. Fully 400 Europeans were drowned, and 
it is estimated that 6,000 natives perished. The prop- 
erty loss was enormous. 

A Halifax dispatch says that fishing at the Magda- 
len Islands has been very poor during the past season. 
The cod fishery was only half as large as usual, while 
the mackerel fishery was almost a total failure. Con- 
sequently considerable destitution exists among the 
poor people. 


SS 


Exports of the United States to Colombia increased 


Ex-Governor Northen, of Georgia, says that he is 
n favor of four reforms in the State—first, textile 
raining schools ; second, any policy which will teach 
third, good roads, and fourth, a 


‘riminals 
There are this year 25,846 more children in the 


The negro children show the greater increase, 


There are 128,517 boys and 120,666 girls. 
It is announced in Portland, Oregon, that arrange- 


Deaths in this city last week numbered 394, which 
is 55 more than the previous week, and 5 more than 
Of the whole num- 


ber, 203 were males and 191 females: 43 died of con- 


12 of cancer; 12 of membranous croup ; 12 
of bronchitis; 11 of convulsions; 10 of marasmus ; 9 
of paralysis, and 9 from casualties. 

Markets, &e.—U. 8. 2’s, 984 a 100; 4’s, reg., 1123 a 
1132; coupon, 114 a 114}; new 4’s, 127f a 1283; 5's, 
1144 a 114} ; currency 6’s, 1024 a 106. 

Corton.—Middling uplands, 6 1-16c. per pound. 

Frep.—Spot bran, $13.00 a $13.75 per ton for win- 
ter in bulk and $12.50 a $13.00 per ton for spring in 
sacks, 

FLour.— Winter super, $3.00 a $3.25; do extras, 
$3.25 a $3.75 ; Pennsylvania rolier, clear, $4.00 a $4.25, 
do., do., straight. $4.40 a $4.60; Western winter, clear; 
$4.10 a $4.35; do., do.. straight, $4.50 a $4.65; do.; 
do., patent, $4.75 a $5.00 ; spring, clear, $4.25 a $4.50, 
do., straight, $4 65 a $4.90; do., patent, $5.10 a $5.25 ; 
do., favorite brands, higher. City mills, extra, $3.30 
a $3.50; do., clear, $4.10 a $4.35; do., straight, $4.50 
a $4.75; do., patent, $5.15 a $5.50. Rye FLour.— 
Choice Pennsylvania, $3.30 per bbl. BuckWwHEAT 
FLour.—$1.50 a $1.65 per 100 pounds, as to quality, 
for new. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, 98} a 99c. 

No, 2 mixed corn, 32} a 323c. 
No. 2 white oats, 284 a 29c. 

Beer CaTT_e. — Extra, 5 a 5}c.; good, 43 a 4jc.; 
medium, 4} a 43c.; common, 4} a 43c. 

SHEEP AND LAmMBs.— Extra, 5 a 5hc.; good, 43 a 43c.; 
medium, 4 a 4}c.; common, 3} a 3$c.; lambs, 5} a 6c. 

Hogs.—5} a 5c. for best Western, and 5 a 5}c. for 
other grades. No State hogs arrived. 

ForeiGgn.—A gale which swept the English coasts 
on Eleventh Month 29th, was one of the worst in re- 
cent years. Many lives were lost, and a large number 
of vessels have foundered, in most cases, it is feared, 
with all on board. Scarcely a coast town has escaped 
withont damage. Phenomenally high tides are re- 
ported in many localities, several townships being 
partly submerged. 

In a speech at Birmingham last week, Secretary 
Chamberlain said he expected that the greater part of 
the coming session of Parliament would be devoted to 
the Government measure granting local government 
to Ireland. 

A recent count shows that Madrid has 16,938 build- 
ings, with 18,080 apartments. The number of inhab- 
itants exceeds 500,000—497,169 Spanish and 3,280 
foreigners. 

A Catalan deputation was informed last week by 
Premier Sagasta that the Government of Spain could 
in no way modify its programme of autonomy for 
Cuba. This is interpreted as meaning that the Cabi- 
net will adopt the scheme of Senor Morst, Minister 
for the Colonies. 

The Spanish soldiers in Cuba are said to be as badly 
off as the pacificos and the reconcentrados.° In many 
cases the troops have been forced to beg from door to 
door. 

The placing of the Czech language on a co-ordinate 
basis with the German in Bohemia has so estranged 
the German element that the compact between Aus- 
tria and Hungary, the bond of union between the 
countries, is menaced. It must be renewed within a 


RECEIPTS. 
bay” Remittances received after Third-day noon will not 
appear in the Receipts until the following week. 
From George Page, Philada., per Wm. Archut, $2, 
to No. 14 vol. 72. 


NOTICES. 


Frienps’ Institute Lyceum.—The next meeting 
will be held at 140 N. Sixteenth Street on Sixth-day 
evening, Twelfth Month 3rd, 1897, at 8 o’clock. 


Westrown BoarpinG ScHoou.—Applications for 
the admission of pupils to the school, and letters in 
regard to instruction and discipline should be ad- 
dressed to Wintiam F. WickersHam, Principal. 

Payments on account of board and tuition, and 
communications in regard to business should be for 
warded to Epwarp G. SMEDLEY, Superintendent. 

Address, Westtown P. O., Chester Co., Pa. 


Westrown Boarpine Scxoor.—For convenience 
of persons coming to Westtown School, the stage will 
meet trains leaving Philadelphia 7.17 and 8.46 A. My 
and 2.53 and 4.32 p.m. Other trains are met whea 
requested. Stage fare on regular trips, fifteen cents, 
on special trips, twenty-five cents each way. To reach 
the school by telegraph, wire West Chester Phone 85. 

Epwarp G. SMEDLEY, Sup’t. 
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Diep, on the morning of Ninth Month 23rd, 189, 
at the residence of her son-in-law, Samuel Bedell, 
Mary V.Sraney, widow of the late Samuel W. 
Stanley. A member of Springville Monthly Meeting 
of Friends, Iowa, in the eightieth year of her age 
Her relatives and friends humbly trust she has been 

| gathered, as a shock of corn, in due season. 
WILLIAM H. PILE’S SONS, PRINTERS, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 
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